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ñReal ñwork with families meansé 

 

ÁMore than a brochure 

ÁFamily as a resource 

ÁFamily as a unit of analysis 

ÁFamily as a unit of change 

ÁFamily as a key part of the program theory or logic 
model 

ÁProviders are knowledgeable and trained 

ÁProviders work therapeutically 

ÁWork settings support the essential role played by 
families in crafting solutions 

ÁAnd, exemplify corresponding policies and practices 

 





Themes and Message  

 

ÁAdolescent specialties 
Á Professional activities 

Á Media / public attention  

ÁExplosion of knowledge and research 
Á Basic ï risk and protective, developmental knowledge, the 

contextual or ecosystemic perspective 

Á Applied ï prevention and treatment, the positive youth 
development movement, evidence based treatments and 
evidence informed practices 



Themes and Message  

 

Á Significant advances in mental health, substance abuse, 
and juvenile justice 

Á Juvenile justice reform redux 
Á Philosophy and mandate 

Á Activity and success at broad and local levels 

Á The intersection - basic science findings, evidence based practice 
movement, best practices Zeitgeist (concern with outcomes), 
and the available practical knowledge and opportunities 
presented by evidence based family focused interventions 



The Landscape  

 

ÁMajority of juvenile justice involved youths have 
multiple impairments 

ÁSubstance abuse, mental health, criminal 
behavior, HIV and STD risk, school failure, 
antisocial and drug using peers, family difficulties, 
economic disadvantage, high risk neighborhoods 

ÁExisting services 

ÁAvailability limited 

ÁWhen available, frequently substandard  

ÁEvidence-based practice principles or 
interventions are rarely implemented 



We work hereé 

éin the real world of youths, 
families, cultures, communities, 

schools, institutions.  
In an era focused on accountability, 

outcomes, stakeholders, policies, 
reform, & resource shortages.  
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ΧŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴϥǘt be picked on 
because theyre not rich enough to afford stuff. 

Stewart McAdams, 16, and Ray Mowrer, 18 of Jolo, W. Va;  
Jeremy Ball, 17, of Bradshaw, W.Va; Mathew Phillips, 17, of Paynesville, W.Va. 
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L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƪƛƭƭ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŀƴƎ Χ 
  I don t want her following what I do.  

Ebony Wilson, 15, Bronx, N.Y. 



"The easiest thing about being a teenager is still having a sort of romantic 
perspective or outlook on the world: not being jaded or disillusioned; and 
knowing τ hoping τ that you have time to do what you want and to achieve 
what you want.  

"Maybe I was wrong that that's specific to being a teenager. I think you have to work 
hard, though, not to let yourself forget that feeling of having dreams and aspirations 
and knowing that there's nothing that can stop you."  

     Patrick Roberts, 19, of Lawrence, Kan. 
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